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MARIAN STREET THEATRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE WELCOMES NEW ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
AHEAD OF 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

The Committee of Marian Street Theatre for Young People (MSTYP) is pleased to 
announce that theatre and music director, educator and artist, Nathan Gilkes will lead the 
company as Artistic Director in 2019, which also marks the theatre’s 50th anniversary.   

Marian Street mounted a search after long standing Artistic Director, Margie McCrae 
announced her retirement after 23 years leading the organisation.  

“Margie leaves an extraordinary legacy, working with over 3,000 young people in Ku- ring-
gai and they were big shoes to fill” said committee chair, David Castle. 

“Nathan comes to MSTYP with a huge amount of creative energy and understanding of how 
the experience of live performance can impact a community and a city,” said Castle. “As the 
company celebrates its 50th year we are looking forward to continuing our tradition of making 
extraordinary theatre for young audiences.” 

With over 15 years’ experience, Nathan has presented work nationally and internationally 
with some of Australia’s leading arts companies and festivals, including, arts and social 
change company, Big hART (Hipbone Sticking Out; Blue Angel; The Acoustic Life of 
Sheds), Arena Theatre Company (Robot Song) and leading Melbourne independent outfit, 
Present Tense (Margaret Fulton Queen of the Dessert; Chants des Catacombes; 
Ricercar) and on stage at the Melbourne International Arts Festival, Ten Days on the 
Island and the Castlemaine State Festival. He is also a graduate of the Victorian College 
of the Arts in Directing, The Sydney Conservatorium of Music in Education and Voice and, 
NIDA in Music Theatre.  

“I feel that I’m coming home,” said Gilkes “I grew up in Ku-ring-gai and years ago began my 
career writing music for MSTYP shows. MSTYP gave me my first opportunities as a young 
artist and I’m looking forward to doing the same for young artists on the North Shore. My 
vision for leading this organisation into its 50th year, will be to continue to create excellent 
work for young people, opportunities for young artists and makers, and to present theatre 
that reflects our vibrant community. Theatre is a magical place, where we can all come 
together. It has huge transformative power,” said Gilkes. 

Nathan will take up the appointment in the new year.  

For further information on MSTYP, please visit: www.mstyp.org.au  
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About Marian Street Theatre for Young People  

Marian Street Theatre for Young People (MSTYP) is one of the oldest continually-running 
children’s theatre and drama schools in Australia. Inaugurated in 1969, it has been a unique 
part of Sydney’s North Shore Ku-ring-gai community for nearly 50 years, originally as an arm 
of the distinguished Marian Street Theatre and since 2001 as an independent, not-for-profit 
organisation. 


